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Dear John,

Oh, how | hate to write

Dear John,

| must let you know tonight

That my love for you has died away
like grass upon the lawn

And tonight | wed another,

Dear John.
(Recitation)

| was overseas in battle

When the postman came to me
He handed me a letter.

And | was as happy as | could be
Cause the fighting was all over,
And the battles they'd all be won
But then | opened up that letter,
And it stated “Dear John”

Won't you please send back my picture?
My husband wants it now.

When | tell you who I'm wedding,

You won't care, do you, anyhow?

And it hurts me so to tell you

That my love for you is gone

But tonight | wed your brother, dear John.
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7 Some Information

While the exact origins of the phrase are unknown, it is commonly believed to have
been coined by Americans during World War Il. Large numbers of American troops were
stationed overseas for many months or years, and as time passed many of their wives or
girlfriends decided to begin a relationship with a new man rather than wait for their old one
to return.

As letters to servicemen from wives or girlfriends back home would typically contain
affectionate language, a serviceman receiving a note beginning with a curt "Dear John" (as
opposed to the expected "Dear Johnny", "My dearest John", or simply "Darling", for
example) would instantly be aware of the letter's purpose.

There are a number of theories on why the name John is used rather than any other.
John was a common name in America at the time the term was coined. John is also the
name used in many other terms that refer to an anonymous man or men, such as "John
Doe" or "John Smith".

The song was popular during the Korean War and popularized by Jean Shepard and
Ferlin Husky in 1953 as well as Red Sovine. It was re-introduced by Pat Boone in the 60's.
This tune is described as one of the "lost hits of the 50's! It's only been 50 years and now
they have the words!
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