[ READING TEST 123 ] * *

     Do you ever wonder (想知道) how and where language began? Many people have thought about that. It began so long ago that we will never have the answer. But we know that a lot of words used in other countries became a part of English.

     Many of the words we use now are very old and came from words that are much older. Paper is one of such words.

     In old times, paper was made in Egypt (埃及) from a water plant called papyrus. People living in Egypt gave the name of the plant to the thing they made from it. They called it papyrus.

     When you say the two words and look at them, you will find that they are almost the same.

(   ) 1. According to the example of the passage, the meaning of  “ papyrus ” in  

       Egypt is the same with that of  “      “  in English.

     ( ( pepper  ( paper  ( plant  ( piper )

(   ) 2. Where did language come from?

     ( ( English  ( Egypt  ( Plants  ( Unknown )

(   ) 3. What is the original (原本的) meaning of “ papyrus ” ?

     ( ( Paper  ( A water plant  ( Word  ( Egypt )

(   ) 4. Which one is true?

      ( The word “ paper” is an Egyptian word.

      ( Many words in English came most from Egypt.

      ( Many words are so old that we can’t know where they came from.

      ( People in Egyptian called the water plants “ paper ”.

(   ) 5. The next paragraph (段) would probably talk about ____ .

      ( Egyptian water plants

      ( dictionaries

      ( paper

      ( another old word   
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